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Celestial Impact 
The effects of large forces (from meteors, etc.) upon the Earth or its atmosphere. 
These events may prompt secondary hazards such as earthquakes, volcanoes, 
tsunamis, and severe winds, although events of that magnitude are extremely 
rare. 
 
Civil Disturbance 
A public gathering or prison uprising which disrupts essential functions and 
results in unlawful behavior such as rioting or arson.  This event involves a large 
number of people and requires a significant response effort by law enforcement 
and/or emergency responders. 
 
Criminal Acts - Arson 
The willful or malicious burning or attempt to burn, with or without intent to 
defraud, a dwelling, public building, motor vehicle, or personal property of 
another.   
 
Criminal Acts - Vandalism 
The willful or malicious destruction, injury, disfigurement, or defacement of any 
public or private property, real or personal, without consent of the owner or 
person having control.   
 
Drought 
An extended period of time with significantly low precipitation levels that usually 
occurs during planting and growing seasons.  
 
Earthquake 
The sudden movement or motion in the earth caused by an abrupt release of 
slowly accumulating strain, which results in ground shaking, surface faulting, or 
ground failures. 
 
Extreme Cold 
A prolonged period of extreme low temperatures, usually accompanied by 
snowstorms, sleet and ice storms or hail. 
 
Extreme Heat 
A prolonged period of extreme high temperatures, often accompanied by 
conditions such as high humidity, high winds and lack of rain. 
 
Fire Hazards - Forest/Field Fire 
A fire within an open space, forested area, brush or grassed area, or wild land.  
Does not include prescribed fires. 
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Fire Hazards - Scrap Tire Fires 
Fires which occur at a location where scrap tires are being stored for processing, 
recycling, or re-use.   
 
Fire Hazards - Structural Fires 
A fire of any origin which ignites one or more structures, often results in loss of 
life and/or property.   
 
Flooding – Dam Failure 
The failure of an impoundment located in a river, stream, lake or other waterway 
resulting in downstream flooding. 
 
Flooding - Riverine 
The periodic occurrence of overbank flows of rivers and streams resulting in 
partial or complete inundation of the adjacent floodplain. 
 
Flooding - Shoreline 
Shoreline erosion hazards typically involve the loss of property as sand or soil is 
removed by water action and is carried away over time.   
 
Flooding – Urban  
The overflow of storm sewer systems, usually caused by inadequate drainage 
following heavy rainfall or rapid snowmelt.  
 
HazMat Incidents – Fixed Site 
An uncontrolled release of a hazardous material originating from a building, 
structure, or fixed equipment which is capable of posing a risk to life, health, 
safety, property or the environment. 
 
HazMat Incidents - Transportation  
An uncontrolled release of a hazardous material during transport which is 
capable of posing a risk to life, health, safety, property or the environment.  
 
Infrastructure Failure  
(Includes Water, Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, Electrical and Emergency 
Communications) 
The failure of a critical public or private utility infrastructure which results in a 
short-term loss of service. 
 
Nuclear Power Plant Accidents 
An actual or potential release of radioactive material at a nuclear facility in a 
quantity sufficient to constitute a threat to the health and safety of offsite 
populations.   
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Oil and Gas Well Incidents 
An oil or gas well incident could involve an uncontrolled release of oil or natural 
gas, or a release of hydrogen sulfide gas, a by-product of production wells.   
 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Pipeline Accidents 
An uncontrolled release of petroleum or natural gas from transmission or 
distribution pipelines.   
 
Public Health Emergencies 
A widespread and/or severe epidemic, incident of contamination, or other 
situation that presents a danger to or otherwise negatively impacts the general 
health and well being of the public. 
 
Subsidence - Mining 
Lowering or collapse of the land surface due to loss of subsurface support in 
mining areas. 
 
Subsidence - Natural 
The lowering or collapse of the land surface due to loss of subsurface support.  
Generally caused by drainage of organic soils, underground fluid withdrawal, 
underground mining, natural compaction, sinkholes and hydrocompaction 
(collapsible soils). 
 
Terrorism/Sabotage 
An intentional, unlawful use of force, violence or subversion against persons or 
property to intimidate or coerce a government, the civilian population, or any 
segment thereof, in furtherance of political, social, or religious objectives. 
 
Thunderstorm Hazards - Hail 
Conditions where atmospheric water particles from thunderstorms form into 
rounded or irregular lumps of ice that fall to the earth. 
 
Thunderstorm Hazards - Lightning 
The discharge of electricity from within a thunderstorm. 
 
Thunderstorm Hazards - Severe Wind 
Winds greater than 58 miles per hour, not including tornadoes, are classified as 
windstorms. 
 
Tornadoes 
A violently rotating column of air extending downward to the ground from a 
cumulonimbus cloud.  
 
Transportation Accident – Air 
A crash or other accident involving passenger transportation aircraft, does not 
include recreational aircraft. 
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Transportation Accidents - Highway 
A crash or other accident involving public passenger transportation, does not 
include private auto transportation.   
 
Transportation Accident – Highway/Rail Crossings 
A crash or other accident involving which occurs at public, at-grade railroad 
crossings and involves the collision of an automobile and railcar. 
 
Transportation Accident – Marine 
A crash or other marine accident involving passenger transportation, does not 
include public or private recreational accidents. 
 
Transportation Accident – Rail 
A crash or other accident involving passenger or freight rail systems, does not 
include accidents which result in a HazMat response. 
 
Winter Hazards - Ice and Sleet Storms 
Freezing rain is rain that freezes on contact with surfaces causing a coating of 
ice on exposed surfaces.  
 
Winter Hazards - Snowstorms 
A period of rapid accumulation of snow accompanied by high winds and cold 
temperatures. 
 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 
Weapons intended to cause widespread damage and high number of casualties. 
Typically fall into four categories: 1) missiles, 2) biological weapons, 3) nuclear 
weapons, or 4) chemical weapons.  


